
View of Lake Macquarie with Teralba in the foreground, taken from Rhondda Road c.1910 by Ralph Snowball. 

The original 2 storied weatherboard Great Northern Hotel can be seen centre-left; railway station to the left.  

Ralph Snowball came from Durham UK in1879 and worked as a miner until 1883. In1885, in his 40s, he became 

a commercial photographer, using glass negatives. He travelled around Newcastle, the Lake and the Coalfields, 

with a horse and wagon to carry the necessary bulky equipment, which was difficult to transport over Lake 

Macquarie’s poor roads. Snowball’s photos document life between the1880s and 1920s in the Hunter. 

LAKE MACQUARIE, the largest saltwater lake in the Southern Hemisphere.         

With an area of 110 sq. km., it is twice the size of Sydney Harbour. Many water-based activities such as sailing, 

boating, fishing, diving and swimming are carried out over the length of 24 km, and width of 8 km; wrapped by 

174 km of coastline. Central to the southern part of the lake is the largest island – Pulbah, a nature reserve.                  

Before the arrival of the European settlers, the Awabakal people [people of the flat surface] lived off the bounty 

of a lake teeming with marine life, wallabies and possums. The lake was first discovered by Europeans in 1800 

when Captain William Reid, who was dispatched to Newcastle to bring back a load of 

coal on his ship, Martha, mistook the entrance to the lake for the Hunter River. It 

matched the given description – sail north, find an island near a river entrance, go 
in a small distance and coal will be showing on the southern shore.  He assumed 

that Moon Island was Nobby’s; and the lake’s entrance was the Hunter River. 

Reid found coal on the south headland and took the cargo to Sydney only to learn   

of his mistake. The Southern headland became known as “Reid’s Mistake.” 
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Thank you to Pat Conroy and staff, kindly supporting our community; and heritage. 

 



The most common form of transport around the lake until the 1950s was by boat as the roads were in very poor 

condition or nonexistent. In time, the villages grew but they were sparse and separated by distance and the lack 

of connecting roads. The road bridge at the Hawkesbury River did not replace Peats Ferry until 1945. Boats 

transported food, goods, coal, shingles and timber; and people. ”… In 1889, 3 

passenger ferries ran daily between Swansea and Cockle Creek; the Wangi Wangi 

Ferry Company ran 3 ferries including the Wangi Pioneer delivering groceries, 

mail, papers, meat and bread. Miners were ferried to the nearest wharf on 

Monday and walked the rest of the way, returning home on Friday. In 1920 a very 

limited steam tram network operated from Newcastle to Wallsend, Speers Point 

and West Wallsend; but did not reach Swansea. By 1930 it was converted to 

electric operation. In 1920, people mainly walked, rode horses, cycled, used 

horse drawn vehicles and bullock trains; as motor vehicles started to make an appearance…”        Source: LMCC 

TERALBA was settled as a number of mines developed in the area and the building of the railway needed 

construction workers. By 1885 about 100 men worked at the Amos and Co. quarry to supply gravel for the rail 

line. Teralba station and the Gosford to Waratah section of the Great Northern Railroad opened in 1887.                  

2 ½ miles west was the Rhonnda Colliery. The small Rhonnda township of 

over 100 miners and their families developed, living in 28 homes and 14 

shanties, accompanied by the compulsory hotel. Named after a Welsh valley 

coalfield, Rhonnda is another “ghost” town of the Northern Coalfield; the 

area is now part of Wakefield. The mine ceased operating in 1971 and is 

being rehabilitated and re-purposed as Black Rock Motor Park. It is proposed 

to renovate the pit pony stables into a café. Source: thecoalface.net.au; LMCC   

Teralba Colliery and Northern Extended Colliery both had rail links, with the 

latter connected to Sydney. Photographed by Ralph Snowball c1900, Northern 

Extended, originally called Gartlee Colliery, was owned by Andrew Snedden. 

The photo shows a hollow log for a horse trough in front of the fence, and a 

coal bunker and railway trucks on the left. The mine was closed in 1964.            

Source: LMCC  

Stockton Borehole Colliery on Weir Road was 

previously known as Teralba Colliery. Sinking of 

the first shaft commenced in 1886 but was 

delayed by financial and water problems. The 

Borehole Seam was reached in 1901, and coal 

was won in 1904 using a single 16 ft. diameter 

shaft, ventilation being achieved by means of 

wooden boxing down one side of the shaft. Mechanisation and water pumping required the provision of a 

power supply. The weir between Teralba and Barnsley over Cockle Creek was built to support the Cockle Creek 

Power Station in the 1920s. The power station provided electricity to Teralba, Barnsley, Estelville (now Cameron 

Park), Wakefield, West Wallsend and Killingworth. The mine was purchased by BHP in 1949. The Power station 

was closed in 1976. All that remains visible is the dam, known as Black Swan Lake, now a refuge for many birds. 

Boolaroo Racecourse, Teralba, (now the Concrush site). It had its 

own railway platform, built from old railway sleepers. Teralba’s 

first school was built here while the construction workers built 

the rail bridge over Cockle Creek. During WWII most boats were 

removed from the lake for security in case of a Japanese 

invasion. Large boats and ferries were impounded in Cockle 

Creek near the rail bridge. Chinese market gardens were located 

on the flat near the rail line close by Cockle Creek.  Source: LMCC 
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WANGI WANGI – the place of much water, many night owls or many dark green trees.         

Once used for cattle grazing,  the land was purchased by D R Israel at the turn of the century. Until 1916 a 

market garden run by Chinese residents, on the site of the Workers' Club, and a vineyard were the only 

permanent residences. Israel developed tourism with his 3 ferries bringing provisions and passengers to 

wharves at Lake View, Wangi Wangi and Wangi East. A guest house at Lake View and baths were built. 

Picnic parties from Newcastle and the district were able to obtain ice cream, cool drinks, fresh fruit, etc 

at the Wangi Refreshment Rooms. As roads to Cessnock improved, Wangi became a favourite holiday 

area for Coalfields families. Wangi Power Station was begun after WWII and completed in1958.     

Artist Sir William Dobell, who had spent the war years camouflage painting air planes, moved to his 

family’s weekender at Wangi in 1945. It was his home until he died in 1970. The house is now a museum.   

TORONTO                         

In the 1830s and 1840s Toronto was the site for a prosperous farm with a dairy, crops and an orchard including 

Mulberry trees. Coal works began in 1841. Brickworks at Stoney Creek were established in 1886, providing bricks 

for Toronto Hotel, which was built on the site of the original homestead and orchard. Promoted as the ‘’Riviera 

of Australia’’ it featured a tennis court and a putting green. The opening of the steam tramway in 1891, led to 

the growth of tourism and building. William Arnott (biscuit manufcturer) built ‘Lake Holme’’ a family residence 

at the waterfront. In 1927 the main building became the Yacht Club. 

 DORA CREEK  was named after Dora, the wife of Percy Simpson, the first free settlers to come to the area.     

Timber-getting was the main industry, with ketches taking the timber to Sydney. General timber for building 

and pit props, she-oak shingles for roofs, and lathes for plastering were produced. The Hely brothers operated 

one of a number of saw mills. Rich soil along the creek banks enabled farmers to grow vegetables, grapes and 

fruit and raise pigs, chickens and cows. Several Chinese market gardens sprang up. Fishing became important 

with the arrival of the railway as the catch could now arrive at Sydney markets overnight. The railway station is 

believed to be unique in Australia because it once had a fish lift to carry the heavy boxes of fish from the boats 

at the wharf up to the level of the train platform.                                                               Sources: LMCC, Flickr, UON 

       

Photos of Hely (Healey) Bros saw mill; bullock team; railway station with lift taken by Ralph Snowball in 1910.  

  Picnic parties, refreshment rooms 

Dobell House 

           
Coffee Pot steam tram;   Arnott’s homes – LHS now the yacht club;   Arnotts workers picnic;  Taxi stand near station. 



NORDS WHARF AND CAMS WHARF                               

William Nord was a Swedish sea captain who transported the first cargo of wheat from 

Australia. He received a land grant in return. The family developed a large farm and 

orchard, and ferries used their wharf to take miners to Catherine Hill Bay on Sunday 

afternoons to work during the week at the mine and return home on Friday pm. 

Transport for supplies was also by boat, even a piano arrived this way. Nord’s wife 

Hannah operated the first post office from their house.                

Nearby Cams Wharf also provided access for goods and miners to reach the area and 

walk several miles over the hill to work at the Catherine Hill Bay mines. A small farm provided fresh food for the 

family and the mining communiy. In 1913 Robert Shaw purchased the land from the Cam family. He established 

a pineapple farm and orchard, selling eggs and fruit to his neighbours, and taking the excess by horse and cart 

to the Newcastle Markets. In 1950, the new owner, Tom Wrightson, added cattle, chickens and pigs to the farm. 

ELEEBANA – Aboriginal word meaning ‘peaceful’ or ‘quiet place’                      
After ownership by Thomas Adam and then the Merewether family, the nearly 200 acre parcel of land was 
purchased by Frank Halloran, from Sydney, who had also acquired neighbouring land.         
“….Like Valentine and some other of Halloran's Lake Macquarie estates, the Eleebana Point Estate was 
an example of what has been described as "premature subdivision" that is, subdivision far in advance of 
actual demand and/or services and amenities. At the time, the estate was not connected by road to 
either Warners Bay or Belmont/Valentine. 
Laurie Nilsen recorded that "The land was poor and steep and unsuitable for agriculture and remained 
unsettled. However as usual in those times, Halloran sold boatshed leases on the waterfront of Croudace 
Bay. Sheds were built and occupied during the summer. The Council had difficulty in negotiating their 
removal after WWII. Their sites were eventually added to Thomas H Halton Park, Croudace Bay". . 
The estate's isolation was lessened slightly in 1935 when the first road from Warners Bay through 
Eleebana to Valentine was constructed by dole labour. The bus service to Speers Point and Warners Bay 
was extended to give a minimum service to Eleebana after World War II.          
The great expansion of Eleebana took place with new subdivisions mainly to the north. In 1976 Hooker -
Rex Estates announced its plans to deliver its first stage of 240 acres around Glad Gunson Drive. This 
estate took in parts of the old Croft Estate, Portion 41 and also Portion 40 originally belonging to GL 
Yorston. The first three stages of development originally contained 230 allotments, with a further 470 
developed in the late 1970s/early 1980s.                  
In addition, another subdivision in the 1980s off Wyndham Way extended the boundaries to the east 
and south, and fixed the southern boundary of Eleebana at Tingira Drive. When suburb boundaries 
became official in September 1991, the area around Cherry Road south to Glad Gun son Drive became 
part of Eleebana, although originally part of the Warner Estate….”            Source: LMCC 
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Inc. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information in the newsletter, it cannot be guaranteed. 

  

 

   

1. Robert Cherry’s residence on his farm at South (then known as Snake) Creek, Warners Bay. The Cherry family settled 

on this 10-acre property in 1879 and had an orchard there. He was also a fisherman. Cherry Rd was named after him. 

Photograph Frank Nesbitt c1890. 2. Cherry Road viewed from the top of Charlton St. 3. Croudace Bay Road being built. 


